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Exhibit A

East Hampton-ERHC Agreement with Routes and Signature Page 



Town of East Hampton Airport 
P.O. Box 836 

East Hampton, NY 11937 
631.537.1130  

 

May 10, 2018 

Helicopter 

Noise Abatement 

 

The following Helicopter Noise Abatement Procedures have been developed in collaboration with the East 

Hampton Control Tower, the Eastern Region Helicopter Council (ERHC), and East Hampton Airport 

Operations. These routes are strongly recommended in order to mitigate the noise associated with 

helicopter operations at HTO.  

This plan has been selected to best relieve communities surrounding East Hampton Airport from the noise 

produced from Arriving and Departing helicopter traffic. While noise mitigation is extremely important, 

these procedures should in no way supersede the safe operation of aircraft. These procedures will be 

monitored for compliance at all checkpoints for accuracy of the route and recommended altitudes. The 

ERHC will receive weekly compliance reports.  

 

November Arrival: (figure 2)  

Arrivals from the west proceed to “November 1” (N40*57.37 W072*27.16) at or above 3500 feet, 

continue to “November 2” (N40*58.41 W072*20.43) at or above 3000 feet, to “November 3” (N40*58.14 

W072*17.60) at or above 2500 feet, then to the airfield. 

 

Sierra Route Arrivals and Departures for RWY 28 (figure 2)  

Arrivals from the southwest fly along the south shore approximately half a mile offshore, via S2 

(N40*52.30 W072*19.91) at 2,000 ft which is a point of converging traffic departing East Hampton 

Airport (HTO) on the Sierra Route. 

Proceed past the mouth Georgica Pond to S3 (N40*55.32 W072*12.33) which is a flyover fix and enter a 

left base for Runway 28 or the parallel taxiway depending on the traffic at the airport and the direction of 

the air traffic controller. 

Please hold your altitude as high as possible. Please look for fixed wing traffic in the traffic pattern or on 

approach to the airport. Overhead Georgica arrivals with spiraling descents on the north side of the airport 

are no longer expected and impede the safe flow of traffic on the north side of the airport.  



Depart the airport via runway heading until passing 1,500 feet in the vicinity of S1 (N40.56.94 

W072.19.64) then turn left to S2 (N40*52.30 W072*19.91) climbing to 3,000 feet BROC. After reaching 

S2, proceed westbound approximately a half mile off shore. 

 

Sierra Route Arrivals and Departures for RWY 10 (figure 3)  

When the winds are out of the East and the airport is utilizing RWY 10, the Sierra Route will be reversed. 

Inbound aircraft will fly to S2 (40*52.30 W072*19.91) at 2,000ft then enter a right base for Runway 10. 

Remaining South of RWY 10 aiming for the approach of RWY 4 and listen for specific ATC instructions 

before crossing the runway to the north side of the runway. 

Out bound traffic will depart into the wind to the East BROC to 1,500ft and when cleared by the tower, 

turn a right crosswind towards S3 (40*55.32 W072*12.33). After proceed west bound climbing to 3,000ft 

looking for inbound traffic to S2. 

 

Echo Departure: (figure 4)  

Depart heading northwest over the power lines to “Echo 1” (N40*58.03 W072*16.28). Turn right, 

remaining well east of Town Line Road and proceed to the East side of Barcelona Neck “Echo 2” 

(N41*00.76 W072*15.29). “Echo 2” is a mandatory flyover point. Please keep your tracks away from the 

village of Sag Harbor. Use max performance climb so as to cross Barcelona Neck at or above 3000 ft. 

MSL. Proceed then to “Echo 3” (N41*02.63 W072*18.31) and then to “Echo 4” (N41*01.26 

W072*22.58). Please avoid any over flight of Shelter Island and North Haven.  

 

PLEASE NOTE:  

The success of noise abatement depends on the requested routes and altitudes being observed with 

precision to the greatest extent possible.  

Pathways depicted on the map are for illustration only and may not conform precisely to 

coordinates. 

The Control Tower will advise pilots of traffic conflicts on each of the voluntary helicopter routes 

and will retain the option of issuing arrival and departure instructions as traffic permits. 

East Hampton Airport Curfews (Emergency Ops Exempt):  

Please adhere to the voluntary curfew: 2300 – 0700  

 

 

 

 

 



Ramp Operations 

All arrivals and departures to HTO should be to and from active runways or parallel taxiways so as not to 

interfere with fixed wing traffic. Approaches and departures directly to and from the Terminal Ramp 

area are prohibited.  

No part of a helicopter, including rotor tips, is to come closer than 100 feet to the Terminal building. 

Parking spot 1 in front of the Terminal Building is reserved for fixed wing aircraft only.  

Boarding and deplaning a helicopter with the rotors turning should be avoided. Use of a rotor brake, if 

installed is encouraged. All passengers boarding or deplaning shall have an escort to and from the 

terminal or designated marshalling area. 

Operating rotors for an extended period of time on the ramp is discouraged. More than ten (10) minutes 

is considered excessive. Your cooperation with this limit is for noise and environmental considerations. 

Passengers who demand rotors turning when they arrive should be informed of this limit. If it is necessary 

to operate engines and/or rotors for extended periods of time, please move to one of the transient helicopter 

pads or as far from the Terminal Building as possible.  

Other Considerations 

Helicopter operations are the most serious environmental challenges we have at HTO. Anything you can 

do to mitigate the environmental impact of your operations will be greatly appreciated by this office and 

the surrounding communities.  

Non -Towered Operations: The area surrounding HTO has substantial air traffic during the summer 

months, some of which may have neither a radio nor transponder. Adherence to the suggested routes 

reduces the potential for conflicts but does not eliminate it. Frequent announcements of position, altitude 

and intended route are strongly encouraged. See and Avoid is paramount, all available aircraft lights should 

be illuminated day or night. Coordination with or monitoring of New York approach frequency is 

recommended to help avoid IFR traffic that may otherwise appear suddenly from IMC conditions.  

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LOA SIGNATURE PAGE 
 
 

The undersigned individual is the Chief Pilot/Director or Operations of the organization and/or company, 
and he/she agrees to and will abide by all pilot responsibilities set forth in the Letter of LOA. 
 
 

 

Signature: ______________________________   ________________________________ 

Print: __________________________________  Bruce Miller 

Operator/Company: ______________________   Air Traffic Manager 

Title:  _________________________________      East Hampton Airport 

Contact number: _________________________ 

Contact Email: __________________________ 

Date: __________________________________  

Revision Number  1 

 

PLEASE FAX THIS SIGNED SHEET TO (631) 537-0533 

 

Aircraft Tail Numbers: 

 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Exhibit B

PDARS 2018 tracks 









Exhibit C

East Hampton VECTOR tracking Memorial Day and July 4th periods (2018)



May 25 - 29, 2018
HTO Vector Helo Ops



June 30 - July 3, 2018 
HTO Vector Helo Ops



July 6 - 9, 2018
HTO Vector Helo Ops



Exhibit D

FAA HELO Workshop PDARS chart (August 2018)



North Shore Helicopter Public Workshop

www.faa.govNovember 2018FAA

• One week helicopter tracks

• Aug 5th – 11th , 2018
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Exhibit E 

HMMH Complaint Analysis Excerpt (2018)



Interim Analysis of Operations and Complaints 
at East Hampton Airport

January 1 – July 31, 2017

September 19, 2017

Mary Ellen Eagan, HMMH

1



Interim Analysis Overview

Background 

Helpful definitions

Interim review of 2017 operations and comparisons to 2014, 2015 
and 2016 for selected aircraft types 

Interim review of 2017 complaints and comparisons to 2014, 2015, 
and 2016 for selected aircraft types

Interim review of 2017 Air Noise Report complaints associated 
with specific aircraft types
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Background

Collected most recently available year-to-date complaint and 
operations data associated with HTO for 2017 (January 1, 2017 –
July 31, 2017)
• HTO Operations data collected from Vector 
• Complaint data collected from PlaneNoise and Air Noise Report
• These data sources are consistent with prior analysis conducted by 

HMMH at HTO for 2014, 2015, and 2016

Analyzed complaint and operations data for comparison against 
calendar years 2014, 2015, and 2016 

Goal to evaluate interim 2017 HTO complaints and operations 
trends through mid-summer 
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2017 Year-to-Date Complaints 
Monthly Complaint Levels Top Level 
Observations

Comparison to January 1 through July 31, 2016 complaints
• Overall complaints increased by 17,587 (133%)
• The biggest increase in complaints occurred during the month of July, 

where complaints increased by 8,650 (99%) relative to July 2016
• Complaints increased in every month by at least 63% relative to 2016
• Biggest increase in use of Air Noise Report, which makes submitting 

complaints “easier”

Total complaints for 2017 have already exceeded calendar year 
2016 levels with 5 months of 2017 remaining

10



Monthly Complaint Data: 
January 1-July 31, 2014-2017
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Appendix: 2017 Maps of 
Geographic Distributions of 
Complaints

38



All Complaints from PlaneNoise and Air Noise Report
January 1- July 31, 2017 (30,821 Complaints)
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All Complaints from PlaneNoise and Air Noise Report
January 1- July 31, 2017 (30,821 Complaints)
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Helicopter Complaints from PlaneNoise and Air 
Noise Report
January 1- July 31, 2017 (18,608 Complaints)

Eastern Region Helicopter Council 2016 
Voluntary Noise Abatement Routes are 
shown in color

Sierra routes serve inbound and 
outbound operations so as to 
align with wind direction
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Exhibit F

FAA Letter Memorandum dated November 30, 2012



U.S. Department
of Transportation

Federal Aviation
Administration

Office of the Chief Counsel
Office of the Chief Counsel
800 Independence Ave., Sw.
Washington, DC 20591

'iOV 3 0 2~llJ
Jeffery Smith

Chairman

Eastern Region Helicopter Council

165 Western Road

Kearny, New Jersey 07032

Dear Mr. Smith:

I am writing in response to your September 26 letter asking several questions about the New

York North Shore Helicopter Route, which is codified in §§ 93.101 and 93.103 of Title 14

of the Code of Federal Regulations (14 CFR). Your questions concern the interpretation and

application of § 93.103, which requires pilots of helicopters operating along a portion of the

northern shoreline of Long Island, New York, to use the published North Shore Helicopter

route. Our answers to your questions are set out below.

1. In paragraph (a), it states, "unless otherwise authorized", what agency has the

authority to authorize aircraft off the route, what are the steps needed to get the

authorization, and what are the parameters needed to get that authorization?

Because § 93.103 is an FAA regulation, the FAA is the only agency that has authority to

authorize operations outside the requirements of the rule. Please note that 14 CFR

§ 93.1, Applicability, states, "This part prescribes special air traffic rules for operating

aircraft in certain areas described in this part, unless authorized by air traffic control".

In addition, please note that paragraph b of the rule allows deviations when necessary for

reasons of safety, weather or transitions to a point of landing. Given this provision, we

believe the need to seek an authorization from this rule is unlikely.

2. Also in paragraph (a) it states "each person piloting a helicopter along Long Island

New York's northern shore line". What is the definition of the Long Island New

York's northern shoreline? Where does it start and where does it end? For

example, if I am at 3,500 feet, do I need to fly the North Shore route? If so, how

high do I need to be not to have to fly it? If I take off of the East 34
th

Street, can I

go along the "tracks" route" out to destinations east or do I need to proceed to the

North Shore route? The "tracks route" is on the center of the island.

While the north shore of Long Island is not legally defined, for purposes of § 93.103 it is

that portion of the coast of Long Island adjacent to the Long Island Sound that lies

between Orient Point and a point due south of the VPLYD waypoint. The north shore of

Long Island is clearly portrayed on the New York Helicopter Route Chart. The rule

applies to those pilots of helicopters whose intended route of flight takes them along the

northern shore of Long Island. It is not expected that pilots whose route of flight is

across the center or southern portions of Long Island would alter their flight path to the



north. The requirement to utilize the route is contingent on planned route of flight, not

altitude.

3. Also in paragraph (a) it states "North Shore Helicopter route". What are the

parameters of this route? Being that it is a designated route and is mandatory, is it

not a Federal Airway and has the same requirements under 7400.9W?

Because this is a route intended to be flown in VFR conditions and does not require the

use of navigational aids, it does not meet the definition of an Air Traffic Service Route,

as defined in 14 CFR § 71.11. Section 93.103 specifically refers to the published

helicopter route, which is both depicted and described in text on the New York

Helicopter Route Chart. Referencing the description of the route on the New York

Helicopter Route Chart, the mandatory portion of the route extends from the "VPL YD

waypoint (north of Lloyd Harbor) to the VPJA Y waypoint (northwest of Port Jefferson

LIPA plant smokestacks), then via and off the shoreline to Orient Point." Since the route

is flown by visual reference to the coastline and not defined by navigational aids, there is

no centerline or defined width.

Please note a training video for pilots flying the route can be viewed at:

http://www.faa.gov/tvl?mediald=530

4. The preamble to the rule states that the route is "approximately 1 mile off shore"

and that visual checkpoints are used to identify VPLYD and Orient Point. What

are the landmarks associated with identifying VPLYD and Orient Point? Also, if

the "route" is always approximately 1 mile off shore, must a pilot navigate the

shoreline of Long Island maintaining approximately 1 mile off shore and then going

directly from VPL YD to the point of departure for transition be considered a

"deviation"?

As noted in the preamble to the final rule, VPL YD stands for "Visual Point Lloyd

Harbor." 77 Fed. Reg. 39913. The latitude and longitude for VPL YD are listed in the

FAA New York Airport/Facility Directory. The waypoint also should be in most GPS

navigational databases. The waypoint lies almost directly north of the tip of Caumsett

State Park, between Oyster and Huntington Bays. Orient Point is the eastern most point

ofthe Long Island mainland, and is plainly depicted on the on the New York Helicopter

Route Chart.

Pilots of helicopters must maintain at least one mile off shore to be considered on the

route. The FAA noted in the preamble to the final rule that pilots using the route are

expected to rely on pilotage skills to maintain the required distance off the shoreline of

Long Island. 77 Fed. Reg. 39915. The FAA also noted that many pilots may elect to use

Global Positioning System (GPS) coordinates to track a portion of the route, although

they are not required to do so. 77 Fed. Reg. 39913. For noise abatement purposes,

transitions between the route and a point of landing should be made by the shortest and

most direct flight path possible to minimize the flight time over land.



5. Paragraph (b) states that a pilot may "deviate when necessary for safety, weather

conditions or transitioning to or from a destination or point of landing." Though

the decision to deviate is solely on the Pilot in Command, the discretionary

authority to the validity for the deviation lies with the FAA and Flight Standards.

What are the standards that will be used to validate those deviations? E.g. If a pilot

initiates his transition Y<a mile east of VPL YD to 87N, will this be considered a valid

deviation?

The intent of paragraph (b) is to allow a pilot in command (PIC) the flexibility to

conduct operations outside of the route requirements for reasons of safety and weather

and for purposes of takeoff and landing. For example, a pilot of a single engine

helicopter may elect to fly within power-off autorotation distance from shore for reasons

of safety. The rule does not affect the long-standing responsibility and authority of a PIC

for the operation of the helicopter under 14 CFR § 91.3(a), nor does it affect the factors

considered by the FAA when investigating a PIC's exercise ofthat authority.

As always, an FAA investigation of suspected noncompliance with a regulation will be

handled on a case-by-case basis. Pilots are expected to combine good judgment and

consideration for the rule's purpose (noise abatement) when exercising the authority to

deviate under § 93. 103(b). As noted in the preamble to the final rule, the FAA's

investigation of a deviation will be to determine if it was for reasons of safety, weather,

or to transit to a destination. While operators will be given the maximum latitude for

deviations related to safety, weather, or transitions for a takeoff or landing, a pattern of

deviations attributed to weather or safety would indicate that an operator was interested

more in cutting short the route rather than any legitimate concerns. 77 Fed. Reg. 39918.

As a general guide, transitions between the route and a point of takeoff or landing should

be made by the shortest and most direct path possible to minimize flight time over land.

In your example, instead oftransitioning If4 mile east ofVPL YD for a landing at

Southampton heliport (87N), the pilot should transition at a point where the heliport is

directly abeam of the helicopter's flight path on the mandatory route.

6. What agency will be responsible for collecting data of compliance, weather, traffic

density and deviations? Will inquiries into possible deviations/violations of the

route be triggered by FAA monitoring or by third party accounts?

The preamble to the final rule does not state that data concerning compliance with the

rule will be collected as suggested in the question. However, as noted in the preamble,

the FAA will monitor compliance with the rule to the best of its capabilities. 77 Fed.

Reg. 39918.

As with any other rule, the FAA initiates an investigation of a possible rule violation

when there is evidence suggesting that a violation may have occurred. Evidence that

might trigger an investigation can originate from several different sources, including (but

not limited to) air traffic data, FAA inspector surveillance, or complaints from the

general public. The FAA does not have a third party monitoring compliance with the

rule.



7. What is the definition of a VFR transition route?

The Pilot/Controller Glossary, found in the FAA's Aeronautical Information Manual

(AIM), contains definitions for commonly used terms, but does not contain a definition

for the term "VFR transition route." However, the term "transition" is defined: "The

general term that describes the change from one phase of flight or flight condition to

another .... "

8. Paragraph (a) is the rule and paragraph (b) is the ability to deviate from the rule.

Are pilots required or suggested to file a deviation report to the FAA or to the

NASA Aviation Safety and Reporting System?

Paragraph (b) allows deviations from the route and altitude requirements of paragraph

(a) "when necessary for safety, weather conditions or transitioning to or from a

destination or point of landing." When a pilot undertakes a deviation from the route and

altitude requirements of paragraph (a) in accordance with the terms of paragraph (b),

there presumably is no violation of the rule as written. In this context, the term

"deviation" does not indicate noncompliance with the requirements of the rule.

Therefore, no deviation report would be generated and no report to the NASA Aviation

Safety and Reporting System would be necessary. A deviation not made in accordance

with the rule, such as a transition to or from the route that is not the shortest and most

direct line possible, may be considered a violation of the rule.

This response was prepared by Mark Bury, Deputy Assistant Chief Counsel, International

Law, Legislation, and Regulations Division of the Office of the Chief Counsel, and

coordinated with the Air Traffic Organization and the Flight Standards Service.

Sincerely,

~

),/J jJ-r>
Rebecca M herson

Assistant Chief Counsel for International Law,

Legislation, and Regulations Division, AGC-200
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