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~ Compact Fluorescent Bulbs

Compact fluorescent light (CFL) bulbs
when compared to standard incandes-
cent bulbs use 2/3 less energy and last
up to 10 times longer. Replacing a 60
watt incandescent bulb with a 13 watt
CFL can save at least $30 in energy
cost over the life of the bulb.

Do CFLs contain mercury?

Yes, CFLs contain’'a small amount of
mercury that is sealed within the glass
tubing; an average of 5 milligrams
(equivalent to the tip of a ball point
pen). Mercury is an irreplaceable ele-
ment in CFLs and is what
allows it to be an efficient
light source.

» As a comparison an old
thermostat could contain
up to 3000 milligrams of mercury and
a old thermometer could have up to
500 milligrams.

Should I be concerned about us-
ing CFLs in my home?

CFLs are safe to use. Mercury is not
released when bulbs are in use. CFLs.
are made of glass tubing that may
break if dropped or mishandied. Cau-
tion should be exercised when remov-
ing the lamp from its packaging, in-
stalling it or replacing it. Remember,
the next time you replace a bulb, to

_pose of a CFL bulb?

CFLs should be disposed of properly.

put a drop cloth on
the floor so that any
accidental breakage
can be easily

cleaned up. ”@t{l e

What is the proper way to dis-

The Southold Transfer Station ac- .
cepts CFLs (as well as standard fluo-
rescent bulbs) during normal busi-
ness hours (7:00 am—>5:00 pm, 7
days a week, except holidays). The
bulbs are removed by a special haz-
ardous waste handler for proper dis-
posal. There is no fee for household.
users. (No bulbs or other hazardous
wastes are accepted from busi-
nesses, Thé Transfer Station office
can refer businesses to companies
that can assist with their hazardous
waste disposal needs),

P Please Note: For more descriptive
directions to clean up a smail mer-
cury spill please visit the Environ-
mental Protection Agency at

Www.epa.gov



